Troop 370

High Adventure

Joshua Tree National Park

April, 5-11 2010 (Eden Prairie, Bloomington, and Minnetonka Spring Break)

Joshua Tree National Park is one of the premier rock climbing spots in the world.  Early April is an ideal time in the park.  Average daily highs are in the mid to upper 70s and the high desert of the park is unlikely to have any rain during our visit.  In addition to rock climbing we will be doing a variety of activities including; high desert camping, hiking, ranger programs, visiting geological formations, and more.  This will be the fourth time that Troop 370 has offered this trip.  We keep going about once every 3 or 4 years because everyone has such a great time.
We are planning to fly into Las Vegas, Palm Springs, San Diego (or wherever it is cheapest), rent vans and drive to Joshua Tree.  We have two nights reserved at Indian Cove camp ground and four nights at Sheep Pass Campground.  Each camp site has several routes for climbing near by.
Each individual will take one bag for personal gear and one bag with gear for the crew.  We will purchase food in the town of Joshua Tree (about 20 miles away).

We estimate that the trip will cost $550.  This cost is dependent on our ability to get cheep airfare.  I will need to collect a $25 deposit from everyone who wants to go to reserve your space.  We are limited as to the number of individuals that we can have in the group sites.  I expect that the trip will fill up and so you are encouraged to reserve your spot.  I will be collecting an additional $300 by August 1 so that we can start shopping for air fare.  The balance for the trip will be due by January 1, 2010.  

Since this is a high adventure trip, the general requirements for high adventure trip apply.  Boys must be 13 by the departure date, and have attained the rank of first class.  Because of the nature of this trip (car camping with an airplane ride) some limited flexibility in the age requirement may be possible.  Adults are welcome and encouraged to join us in this unique trip.
This is a unique opportunity and the boys are expected to take an active part in group activities.  Lounging around camp and sitting in the sun will not be an option.

Unsupervised bouldering, climbing and hikes into the desert are dangerous and will not be allowed.  If your son elects do these dangerous activities the adults may elect to send your son home early.  In the unlikely event that your son is sent home early, you will be responsible for the extra airfare charges.

If you have questions concerning this adventure please contact Dean Malotky at 952-942 7057  
